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An efficient method for synthesis of the (1 ! 3)-linked
disaccharides is reported. Glycosylations of 4,6-O-benzylidene
glucopyranosides with glycosyl trichloroacetimidates regiose-
lectively afforded (1 ! 3)-linked disaccharides in good yields
using trimethylsilyl triflate (TMSOTf)/4 �A MS as catalyst.

Oligosaccharides and glycoconjugates play a crucial role in
a multitude of important biological process.1 In recent years, an
explosive growth in the field of glycobiology has stimulated in-
terest in the synthesis of a large number of biologically and ther-
apeutically important oligosaccharides and glycoconjugates.2

The 1 ! 3 or/and 1 ! 2 branched oligosaccharides and glyco-
conjugates are abundant in nature.3 Regioselective glycolysation
of glycosyl 2,3-diol acceptor with glycosyl donor should be a
perfect method for construction of this class of branched oligo-
saccharides. However, their synthesis is commonly performed
using a regioselective protection/deprotection strategy,4 since
the similarity in relative reactivity of vicinal diequatorial diols
raises the challenge of regioselective monoglycosylation.5

As part of a program to construct phenylpropanoid glycosides
library,6 we report here our studies on the regioselective glyco-
sylation of 4,6-O-benzylidene glucopyranosides 2. The model
reaction was performed using O-acetylated glycosyl trichloro-
acetimidates (TCA) 1 as donors and trimethylsilyl triflate
(TMSOTf) as a promotor (Scheme 1).

Our initial investigations focused on determining the effect
of the anomeric substituents and their configurations of accep-
tors on the reaction regioselectivity. For this purpose, we select-
ed O-acetylated rhamnopyranosyl trichloroacetimidate (1a) as
donor and different glucopyranosyl 2,3-diols 2a–2f as acceptors
for our experiments. To our delight, glycosylation of acceptors
2a–2f with the activated donor 1a in anhydrous CH2Cl2 at
�35 �C using TMSOTf/4 �A MS catalyst regioselectively gave
the (1 ! 3)-linked disaccharides 3a–3f in good yields (61–
80%) (Table 1), while (1 ! 2)-linked disaccharide could not
be isolated.7 As shown in Table 1, the �-glycoside acceptors
(Table 1, Entries 4 and 6) gave the same regioselectivity as their
�-isomers (Table 1, Entries 3 and 5). Curious about this regiose-
lectivity, we then examined the glycosylations of accepter 2a
with O-acetylated glycosyl trichloroacetimidates 1b–1d. It was
found that the donors 1b, 1c, and 1d also gave the (1 ! 3)-
linked disaccharides 3g, 3h, and 3i, respectively (Table 1,
Entries 7–9).

The establishment of the linkage position of disaccharides
3a–3i is based on their 1HNMR and H–H COSY spectra, which
showed the H-3 at � � 3:9 ppm and the H-2 at � � 3:5 ppm (for
2,3-diol acceptors 2a–2f: both H-3 and H-2 at � � 3:5 ppm). We
also acetylated compounds 3a and 3b with acetic anhydride in

pyridine to give 4a and 4b. The 1HNMR and H–H COSY
spectra of 4a and 4b showed the H-2 at � � 5:0 ppm and the
H-3 at � � 3:9 ppm (for 3a and 3b: H-2 at � � 3:5 ppm, H-3
at � � 3:9 ppm).8 These facts further confirm the presence of a
(1 ! 3) glycosidic bond in 3.

In summary, we have demonstrated that the glycosylation of
4,6-O-benzylidene glucopyranoside accepters with O-acetylated
glycosyl trichloroacetimidate donors could regioselectively af-
ford (1 ! 3)-linked disaccharides using TMSOTf/4 �A MS as
catalyst. Further investigations in the utility of this method for
preparation of phenylpropanoid glycosides library are currently
underway.
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Scheme 1. Regioselective glycosylation of 4,6-O-benzylidene
glucopyranosides 2.
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Scheme 2. Acetylation of compounds 3a and 3b.
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Table 1. Reaction of glucopyranoside donors 1a–1d with
acceptors 2a–2f
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aAmixture of (1 ! 3)- and (1 ! 2)-linkeded products in a ratio
of 85:15 based on 1HNMR analysis.
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